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& P s;inﬂ, the introdution of. an epifcopate, and the fenfe

. of America is fo well-known, you'ftill avow yourfelf a
" _warm advocate for'the-meafure 3 and allege that owe
ing to the mifreprefentation of fuch iildifpofed and ill-

advifed writers as we are, it /'was {uppofed to be unpo. .

pular and thereforc failed ; ‘thus not cnly pertinacioufly

pedifty & m your opmion on a2 meafure rather pojitical ...
;than religious sgainft the almoft unanimous-fentiment

of Ameyica, but alfo_abufing your opponents who,

’

¥tfed writers; and yet at the fame timz you will not
allow us to a& our own confe

on-of confitency=—Roesthi

of real worth or ready to light th- fagot if you dared? -
We do not with that our -ideas of law fhould con.-

trol any man: but as we aéted in the publick ftation

of Vellryinen it was natural for us.to make our-judg-

ment the rule of our conduét. We do'not affeét a fu-
periority of legal knowledge: we may have erreds
but it was extreme injuft'ce in you Mr. Boucher to

——imputcjttow depravity of heait,. Mr. Artorney ac-
quﬁt: us of criminal im?:xtiam seyon adopt his ‘Jaw but
vejedt his-bumanity : is this the charityor implacability of

a prielt? ‘ :
t : ‘We are, Sir, =
et Your bumble Servants,
' __ SAMUEL :CHASE,
WILLIAM:PACA.

-

Annagalis, .Mard: 8, '¥773.

To e PRINTERS.

“ HE author of the dialogue, Gazette No. 1434,
‘between a Ceuitier and a Countryman, has

_very much mifreprefented the-fuhje@ of it; but I-do-

not charge him with any unfair defign's he may
have been deceived by others. But though his in-
tentien, may be upright, he may mifl: a(?,_'il.l confe-
quence-of having been mifled himfelf, i his errors
are not pointed_out. - To obviate thismifchief, 1

without compliment_ to them, were fuperior. to your- -
- feif in abjlities, a3 you do ‘us for ‘illdifpofed and jllad-

ience - againft ‘your o-

* (R - :
fexve bis ows repulations. s a fuppofition fo bulliffs, -
that, in'my confcience, Mr. Countrymian, I will not
prefume you td be a countryman of mine, or a na-
tive of this perty province, as you'call it ; fince, from
a variety ot fimilar fymptoms, it.is fufficiently-ap-

parent that nothing
claim to that-honour,

That < the -great officers, who chizfly éoqxpéfcd
*¢ the council, - gdvifed the regulation of their owa
¢ fees,” is likewife not true; for the treafuger, -

no_feds repulated .

the allegation is not juft, -that’«¢ the officers, "who

chicfly compofed the council, ‘advifed -a regulation

of tkeir own fees.”—Inftances, it’is faid, of courts at |

home {fettling fees do not arply; s becaufe the
,

courts'are ot /o d:g) ly, ifat a
objection is futinde

fettle.

¢ fettlemznt of the f:es by the judges
“¢ the paflage) trial may g

dre mednt.  And if this be the meaning of the au-

thor of the dialogue I 'think he is here: again mif- ~
taken. For T can’t imagine that the judges would -
fuffer the officers to pretend. to ‘more.than their al-
Iowance. " 1f-his meaning be tohfined to the Saitors, .
_there-feems to be reafon for it.- And ifI underft:nd
Antilon atight, he allows the remedy for the officers

to recover fees mult be fuch as every other creditor
meit purfue in a courfe of laws: Taken, therefore,
in this light, -there is no difference-in the twa cafes

gent, naval officer or judges of the land-ofice claim

concerned.’”’~—This
- on the miftake I have noticed,
. ViZz; ¥ that the officers, who chiefly ‘compofe the
¢*"council, made the very tegulation relative to zbeir
¢* own’ fees”~.—therefore, there can be:very little
weight in an objedion, founded principally on mif- -
take.—But, moreover, ] have underftood thatﬁt;he
Judges at homt have fees and a confiderable intéreft
‘in-the wvalue of the offices, the fees of which they
It is faid, further, < if, in England, either
““ of theparties conceive themfelves aggrieved (by the
Es’ T underftand
e had before a jury.” ' By
‘the “word _parties, I fuppofe, the officers and fuitors

~ property already ? This, indeed, woulq

"He obferves, that ¢ men are under a uébc{ﬁgy of

¢ having bufinefs done at the publick offices,— Ve,

true.=—But what then ?- Surely, they who gp 12
* bufinefsare to-be paid for the fervice, e
to pay, and the perfons to-'rcgeiVéhave,cach.their
% that the kingdos hasa jult - .intered—the one 1o pay- as lictle as he can .
i ‘ ' ~other toreceive as much as hecan. Ifintereq Otight

fo it ought thy -

to vinder oné from fe:tling the fum,
other. .Suppofe, then, no.fettlement or rule s
will be the confequence ? Says the perfon w),
his- bufinefs done, **.Iwill-pay you a killi
1t S v s 6 H

2" there be np fettlement or ruje
right and who is wrong, and what is'to be done 3
Why, go to law about it.~«Is this the
would advife, Mr. Countryman? And

‘think the lawyers and officers get €nough of oq;

Lty : Sindess bripg grit
to their mill, with 3 witnefs,———By¢ peo; E
Mr. Countryman, don’t lst us forget out of whofe
pockets the toll is to come, ~ e

If fees may be fo fettled, fays the author of the
dialogue, ¢ we have no ufe for reprcfentatives, and
¢ therefore may ftay quictly ac home, - ang not
¢ trouble outﬁ:l‘gcs wi:h :
there nothing elfe_to be done, but fettlin the'
of officers ? I% your ideas of the bufinefs ofga 1}1251?
ture are thus limitted, you, indeed, Mr, Cougtry.
man, have ¢ troubled your head very- linlc'w;lyh
*¢ politicks.”—Officers fees, however, may alfo be
fettled, when animafities fublide,

does not follow, that nothing can be done, if the
will and pleafure of one branch of the legiflac
not, of courfe, to be a {aw ; unlef; it can be’
that nothing can be done, till the prefeit co
tion is undone, and a new one ereted on the rujny
of i[‘

quences, before we venture on this experiment,
The alarm of the author of ¢ H

firatteottetc the Tubtance of what he has advanced,

When afterwards-theauthorof the

L3 34~ did}ufﬂt HIUWS

bu vcl, slcﬂz, w

:

and make [uch remarks thereon, as upon‘fhc whole,
may -enable the reader to'form his own judgment.
1t'is of no'ufe to take notice of general expreflions.
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-~On each fide they may be advanced withoat-end and
" without information. =~ ' ) kY
That the two houlés of affembly, the feffion be-

fecs thould be eftablithed is, “unhappily, too true;

and it is well known that_abufes were alleged, and -

a new table of fees, thercfore, to prevent them,
propofed by the ore, ard that it was alleged, by the
- other houfe, too great a redu&ion of fees was aimed
at, under the pretence of abufé, and therefore the
old tablc of fees infilted upon. What pafled, on chis
difpute, will b:tter appear’ from the meflages be-
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tween the two houfcs, ard from the p oceedings on
tire conference the laft feflion, than-from-any flate
“the narrow limits of this paper will allow.

It is faid by the author of the dialogue, that ¢¢ the
¢ new table,” being difagreeable to the officers, who
¢ compofled in great meafure the upper houfe, the
¢ bill failed.” It is true, that the {eflion before the

laft, the two houfes fpiic on the article of the fees.

- Both houfes, however, agreed fo furthat all perfons,  bi:rar

pianters and others, fhould be at libe ty to puy the
clergy and officers’ in tobacco or _money at 12/6, “as

= might beft fuit them. The ore houfe being as much
a part of the legiflature as the ather, theaflent of

both was neceffary to make a law, -and the diffent of
the one to the new table as firong as the diffent of
the other to the old table. No binding authority;
. tkeréforeycan be.drawn from the opinion of the bne
houfe or of the other. When, then, thef-flion was

" @ver, there was nothing done by the afembly to.re-

gulate the fees. If there was no othc;_guthority to,
regulate and reftrain’” the officers, thére could be
none to hinder them trom taking as much as they,
could- get.— In this- fituation, then,  the method,
’pm’fnbf to regulate and reftrain the officers, was the
* proclamation 3 but to this the author of the dialogue
ohjects,that «*‘the very tabe in conteft was fet up
¢.asthe ftandard ' of right_and wrong beween-the.
"¢ cficgh and the people. In other words, the
¢ chancellor axd furyeyor. general of the aveflern fore,
¢« a3 Governor, by and with the adyicc of thcvqther

¢ grear officers, who chicfly compafe -his counci

¢t mzde that regulation relative zo sleir oaw

) dislogue- has faid, that ¢¢thc ve

SR A IR

¢ which ‘the feveral conftitaent branches of -theile-

= giflawre could not agree upon.'- Again he

afferts,” thar_¢¢ officers; in the plenitude of . their,

¢¢-power, : 2fTum= the fation of judges in theirown

¢ caufe,” &c. This objection contains great mif- -

seprefentation as'well .as abfurdity. - For .as to the
chancellor's fees, the old and néw-table ‘weres exa2ly
the fame; and therefore what the author of ‘the

¢ was fet up,” is not juit with regard to the ebancel-
lor’s fees.” And as to the Governor’s fett'ing his fees
a3 furweyor, this alfo is not jult, for he'was mor fur-
veyor.: Befides, to fuppofe that the Gaovernor iffij=d

“¢¢ ney at 12/6, the whole'was to
¢ by the farmer as well as plantér'; .and the power of -
demanding tobacco, in cafc of. non- ayment-in rea-"
‘¢ dy- Jpecie, ‘was-a fufficient rod in the-hands of the
¢ officer.” On 'this remark I muft firgt obferve, that’

. warm, he mutt excufe my faying, that Ithiak he is

off his guard. ¢ He will not, he fays, take upon

pronourice, ¢ be thofe inftantes as they may, they

‘“ come not_up'to the.proclamation” ~ Here
fore the Iaft, dificred on the point of what tible of to be fome Qe ten St mHamin ey { ems

‘¢ they may.” &c. This is rather too much to fay,
without an acquaintance with what the inftances
inay be. _Modeitly to allow, that he has not a full
knowledge of the matter, and yet to ufe expreflions,
which feem to imply all pofibie’ krowledge of it, is
rather unguarded. -When he proceeds to make fome
comparifon between /Bip-money and the 2roclamation,

 were direCted, ’tis alleged, . by King CHarLES

‘“ and his miniftess. The proclamation threatened -
‘“ only the Governor’s difpleafure ; h:avy enough,

¢ this to anyual officers, or mere tenants at will.”’ e
Here the rsader muft perceive the moft material
difference, 1 he people were compelled to pay the ar-

not comge/ the people to pay the efiicers by execution 3
but itss binding powers arc confined to the officers ¢

—who—arepobliged not to receive beyond.a certain

rate. *“’Officers, fays the author of the dialogue,
¢¢ are mere tenants at will.”  Very trus and what

is the confequence?—That being tenants at will, .-
they mag_{be turned out, if theytake more of the

people than the proc/amation allows. From this con-

fide.ation is derived the great force of the proclama-
tion; ‘which, . operating upon the.officer’s dread of
_the Goveraor’s difpleafure, reftrains from extortionate

exactions. . In & word, the tax of Jbip:money was le-

. wied upon.the pedple, under the pain 'of execution, By
the proclamation nothing is levied upon the people.

They are fully at large 5 buc'the offic

¢ himfeli-to-determine how the law may be on council fhall think fit to impofe.
**conflitutional principles ;” but yet undereakes to

it feems to me, that he is again very wide of the.
mark,. ¢ Compulfory methods, fays he, by feizing
*“ the perfon or property of .thofe who did not pay,

er is kept with.
in a certain line in hjs'dcmands on the people, un--

‘that the time may be approaching, when we fhajl
be obliged to fubmit to whatever the Governor and

u God forbid fuch
a time fhould be, as that the Governor and council,

or amy other fet of mea, fhould be .allowed to impafe
upon us what they pleafe, againfil =

dialogue, by the mifreprefentations I -have eendea.
voured to corret. If the Governor and council, or

any other order of men fkould break through ‘the -

provifions of exprefs law, and thereby arbitrarily
draw a great deal more money_from the peoples
pockets than the law allows, there would be muca

reafon to be upon our guard againft fuch men, We
fhould ot be fuch dupes as to rely upon flieir;rofrgﬁ‘
.

JSfeors of regard for the /awws of their tountry and t
eafs of the people, ‘whofe condu& thould wiolste she
law, and lay an beavy charge upon the pesple.—
Suppofe, for inftance, a pofitive a&t of affembly, di-
recting in-the cleareft terms, that énly fuch and Juch
particular fees fhould be'taken, and that the perfias,
thus direfed, fhould take double, ‘nay often 4 great

r—deal wiore than double of thofe particular fees, fo fer-
: ip-moneyy—by-having their property -
or-their perfons executed.  But the proclamation does

tled by the Jaw, or refife or negle@ doing the bofi-

refs.This-would-give jult caufeofalarm, Forif

any fet of men intended to” bt exprefily controuled ha
law, may wiolate that law, and make it ufelefs, Juch
men fo far would.exercife arditrary power. Andif

fuffered t0 trample upon sne Jaww,. aad draw fromthe

peoples pockets more than &y Jagy they ought to pay;

why may they not tramplé upon’anarber law, if they .

have a like intereft to promote by it 2=—The "author
of the dialogue profeffes to cenfure meafures and it

men, and therefore has cenfured the proclamation, be-.

caufe he thinks it not awarrassed 8y lais. Cacdoar

and confiftency, -then; . muft make him cenfureany -
other eondué,, by which ‘money is*taken outofalie -

"peoples pockets againft law 3 and his cenfure will te

_1n proportion.to the clarns/i and cersainty of the liw
which is violated.—By a- molt clear and pofitive 28

of aflembly the/pal fees _of the lawyets: are thos fet-

~der paif of the Governor’s difgledfure’; which, as
“this author very juftly obferves; ¢:;ishicavy enough to

¢ annual officers, or mere tenants at will,”’—=tow
could you, Mr. Countryman, . ever think of com-
ari 3 : i I

tled: Lawyers ¢ fhall not prefume to ‘akk, receive,

¢ take or :dethand. for bringing profecuting, or &i-
“ﬁna’i’ng -any :ation in ‘the c’:m:n:y,conrt :o,-ﬁu'l

¢¢ judgment, agrtiment, or other ind, more than.the.. -

=y i

y .'. =
n—fees;——In purluit of the fentiment,- that the proclamation .

and the rigorous tax of ip-money are fintllar, he re-
) et in ready ‘mo-
be paid in tobacco.

marks,- $¢-that-in-caf =

if it'b: jult ;. che cafes of the proclasiation-and o

ry table in conteft—arbitrary tax ot /bip-money are widely different ; be--
caufe in the /bip-money the tax was levied by exeru-: 2 : iate
tion, and by the proclamation the fée is recoverable . Thall be incapadle to -praftice.——If the very order of
~only in due courft of law. . Bue in the next place, [
muit obferve, thacheré top is another miftake ;—for—clear-lawv—brea
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“a pro¢lamation, relatiye to any fecs claimed by -2im--
kif, iv-abfurd; for he'thréatens by the proclamation

el officers, ‘whofe fces are regulated by it,/with his

o . difpleafures’ if they: exceed the rate feuded..” Thefe

tireats-cxtend-to-adi-officersy-to-who

et Tt

fres
o Sy o ha

=

" . extends. 'If,:then, ‘the regulation cxténds‘tob'btﬁﬁ[f, -

" his threats extend 0 bimfelf.. But that s threatens’

. s tinfelf with bis ews difpleafure; “fhould he not ob- -

’

T of 5. s principal d¢
‘ mage. or balance thereof fued for and warranted

~  exceed “not_the .fum .of 2000 1b.of tob. or'/ 10" :
¢ fisrl.> and if it.exceed that fum, ‘then 200 Ib_oﬁ ;

« tob.—And in the provincial .and \éommiffary’s
‘¢ court 400 Ib tob.—In the chancery, 'admisalty,’

-¢.and court of appeals 600 Ib tob;”——Nothing -
PR { ci) an altof.
“affembly, and nothing’ more clzar and pofitive thin

can be more certain than that there is fu

or&: t—Iue—pc y [
order'to fecure an obedience to what it dire@s, 15, -
that a. lawwyer, . convifed of prifuming to-vislats ity

men; intended to be.bound By this certain, pofitivey *
S PELE akrfromthe—people-morty—

by“the proclam

to the infpeion a2 3 by whicki the farmer may pay at
12/6... Andif-a ﬁ!:ﬁcimt rod ywas-intended, the offi=—"

cers did: not take the hint, for in all the fees they

ation the fees are to be paid according

The perfon,

s whas
0 wantg
ng for
tfor lefs Sk
3 -who jy

c(flm you,
'doﬂ’t o.n.

oliticks."’u—'Why forer];

and moderation i¢
reftored on both fides; but I mutt obferve, ther .

ure iy
pmvcd, »
nflitg.

But we fhould be well farisfed of confe..

apprhzn Onn..

 Be.they what—"Lhis alarm feems to "be raifed in the.author of the

ebt or d2-

. and often a-grect deal mmte than the Jaw allowss-

needs there any proof - to fhow that their condu®is
arbitrary,”and that they make a law ufelefs, becaufe.
ic_is, for their_intereft to:tram

&ion, they have Ielt it tb the

g s
G i

12/G,. or in tobacco. - - -

i e oy

cople are obliged:to apply to the officers to-bave

~option of the"beo'plc.' planters as'well asifarmers, ever__ bufinefs-done, -and-perhaps as many’or more 1
fince the proclamation 'iffeed, to pay in money at-

obliged to apply to lawyers. "And as they ar¢

» - under this necefity, both /awyers and efficers d“‘_b,‘

n it ? *Many .
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